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tate | Rom. ii. 1.—Therefore, thou art inexcusable, O 
y pas an, whosoever thow art that judgest; for wherein 
She ou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself ; Sor 
if ou thal judgest doest the same things. 
; a The indulgence of a censorious disposition, num- 
1 the 1s among the most deadly evils which disturb the 
arins, epose of society, and embitter the intercourse of 
uth— uman life. But notwithstanding «it is odious in 
ught, self, and productive of numberless aischiefs in its 
oe fluence, there Is perhaps, no perverse way to ers 
re ankind, in every age, have been more strongly 
‘ nclined. And still, the text teaches us that this 
iss: ractice is both ridiculous and unjust. There is no 
rt thy pundation for it in the conduct of different individ- 
g and als. ‘Those the most liberal in fhe distribution of 
I, and ensure, are guilty of the same, or acts equally 
Cause riminal with those they condemn, Eyeless super- 
et ol tition, we know, has separated man fromm his fellow- 
he an, by towering walls. It bas contended earnestly 
gt oran infinite difference between those who are con- 
pi titutionally and practically alike. It has induced 
ies to brethren to sit in judgment upon each other; to 
ulminate an eternal anathema, or pronounce an 
mortal encomium, as their friendship or enmity 
ER, might predominate. But we see by the scriptures 
stl hat this course is not commendable. If we attend 
seful o the voice of daily experience, or if we consult the 
anil ast history of human transactions, our opinions 
ie - ‘ill probably undergo a great change respecting the 
thes fty and lasting distinctions which ambition, pride, 
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nd folly have discerned between different societies 
wu! iodietctuets of the bumanetiucily, We shall 
liscover that there is some comparison between the 
nost simple and wise, the most noble and ignoble, 
he most virtuous and vicious of mankind. By the 
lifferent sections in the chapter of human life, we 
shall find plenary proof that in some things, every 
ation, every society, and every rational individual 
scommendable, and on the other hand, “in many 
hings they all offend, and come short of the glory of 


le virulent rancour of a censovious temper, is not 
nly foolish, but highly criminal. Suill, the pride of 
istinction, and the dream of self-estimation contin- 
¢, rom age to age, to cherish this noisy and turbu- 
"nt spirit. Thongh detested by all when discovered 
0 others, and particularly when we fall victims to its 
elentless power, it has insidiously diffused itself 
irough every department of society. Like the frogs 
0 Egypt, it is in every man’s house. It finds a 
esidence in the palace and the cottage, in Church 
and in State, with the philosopher and the pedant, 
he prefessed christian and the mocking atheist. 
i ossessing a kind of amphibious nature, it is confined 
9 no one elernent, but flourishes with equal luxuri- 
nee inmany. It “ stoned the ancient prophets, and 
Nut to death those that God sent”? tothe people. It 
Ploughed long furrows upon the back” of David, 
ocked and “ crucified the Lord of life and glory.” 
#twas this fiend-like spirit, which led the apostles of 
be Lamb, and the primitive christians to torture and 
0 martyrdom; which built and perpetuated the 
quisition ; which burned Servetus, hung the Qua- 
kets, and whipped the Baptists in this country. It} 
is the same temper which foments so much discord, 
nd circulates so much slander and reproach among 
the different denominations of christians at the 
ag day. Exterminate censoriousness from the 
we and christians of different names would cor- 
Cally forgive the errors of each other, and know 
lew good, and how pleasant it is for brethren to 
eu together in unity.» We may, with great pro- 












Lord, “ get behind me Satan, thou savorest not the 
things that be of God, but the things that be of men.” 

We should however, carefully distinguish between 
the temper under consideration, and the genuine 
spirit of christian watchfulness and friendly admo- 
nition, They are as cifferent in their natures, 
motives and results, as Christ and Belial. The one 
is invidious and malevolent, the othe? open and 
affectionate. The one vents a raacorous spleen, the 
other exhibits a complaisant love. The one is unholy 
and restless, the other pure and sere-ely tranquil. 
In a word, the one seeks to destroy. the other to 
save its object from evil. This spirit by which we 
wateh over each other for good, orig:sates in love, 
and is one of the most powerful promoters of our 
virtue, our glory, and our peace. Warned of an 
error, or anincorrect habit by this, we may safely say 
with the Psalmist, “ Let the righteous smite me and 
it shall be a kindness, and let him rep ove me, and it 
shall be an excellent ow, which she: net break my 
head.” But this amiabie disposition is not even a 
distant relative of the rash anc foul passion under 
consideration. Uneharitable censure is hasty, re- 
vengeful, and cruel. The occasions) faults of an 
upright and useful member of society, in the jaun- 
diced eye of this petulant spirit, hay» all the turpi- 
tude, and are doomed to all the ex:cration of the 
deliberate iniquities of the habitua! offencer. A 
want of faith in some circuinstanti:i, doubtful, or 
obscure item, inthe general creed €{ the day, will 
subject an honest and virtuous man t4 the charge of 
infidelity, a secret abettor of atheist a} sentiments, 
and an openenemy to religion. The existence and 
impropriety of this temper are plainly seen. Reason 
concurs with revelation in warning Us against its 
indulgence. ‘* Judge not that ye ke not judged.” 
“ Thou art inexcusable, O man, whessever thou ar 
that jndoest another.” “ Thou cong gnest thyself.” 
But where could this spirit originate? Not iu the 
comparative criminality of the one censured. — It 
generally happens that the accused is more righteous 
than the accuser. It was so in the first instance of 
uncharitable proscription. I allude to the transact- 
ionsof Cain and Abel. The one offered to God the 
fruit of his labor, the other a lamb from his flock. 
Abel’s oblation was the most acceptable, and the 
heart of Cain kindled into indignation. ‘ He judged 
his brother.” He judged him to be a fit victim for 
death, and carried his rash judgment into execution. 
“ He slew his brother.” But superior goodness did 
not dictate this judging, The apostle gives us the 
true reason. ‘Because his own works were evil.” 
Here is the real origin of acensorious disposition. It 
proceeds from “ an evil heart.” This is the genuine 
cause of censoriousness at all times, in every place, 
in ourselves or others. 1. It does not originate in 
the greater errors or criminality of the accused, in 
love to them, to God, or religion. But, 2. It actually 
proceeds from evil feelings and inclinations, which 
rankle in our own breasts. It was so with respect to 
the treatment which Joseph received from his breth- 
ren. They judged him because their hearts were 
envious and wicked. It was so with the scribes and 
pharisees, in censuring our Lord and his disciples. 
And in fact, every uncharitable proscription, from 
the beginning of the world till now, has been dictat- 
ed by the same spirit. Now, as we are sensible of its 
evil tendency, and especially,as we are solemnly 
warned by our blessed Saviour, let us all desist from 
this unhajlowed and ruinous practice. ** Let us not 
judge one another any more, but judge this rather, 
that no man put a stumbling block in his brother’s 
way.” 
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Be not overcome by the injuries you meet with, so as to 
pursue revenge ; by the disasters of life, so as to sink into 
despair ; by the evil examples of the world, so as to 
follow them into sin. Overcome injuries, ‘.y forgivenes 
disasters, by fortitude ; evil examples, by firmness of prin- 





Piety, apply to it the expressive language of our 


ciple. 
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DOCTRINAL. 
FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


CHRISTIAN OPITULATOR—-NO. 16. 


It will, doubtless, be remembered, that we promis- 
ed in a former number, to notice some of the objec- 
tions that might be brought against the positions 
which we take. We shall endeavour then, at this 
time, to consider briefly, one which is often urged 
against the idea previously advanced : That God, as 
a benevolent being, could have no olher design in 
creation, than to inpart the greatest possible happi- 
ness. In objection to this, it will be said, that every 
day’s experience convinces us that uninterrupted hap- 
piness, which, aceording to your reasoning, might 
seem lo have been expected, as the natural consequence 
of our creation, is not enjoyed ; but that, on the con. 
trary, more or less misery is experienced by every hu- 
man being. Facts prove more than words. They 
prove that happiness ts not the result of the operations 
of an infinitely benevolent being. Hence, it will be 
argued, your predicating the final happiness of all 
men upon the acknowiedged goodness of the creator, 
is a position altogether untenable ; it not being war- 
ranted from pres<nt experience, which is the strongest 
evidence we can have, from which to calculate con- 
cerning futurily. And, ut will be asked, why did not 
an infinitely benevolent ye if he destred that hap- 
piness should be enjoyed, and misery nol experienced, 
why did-he not so establish it from the first? Why 
did he not make us perfectly felicitous and incapable 
of pain ? 

Now, all this may appear plausible to a superficial 
observer. But let us see if it will beara littl exam- 
ination. The whole amount of the objection is this : 
We cannot calculate, with certainty, upon our own 
progression and perfection in felicity, from the be- 
nevolencée UT God, teocaee we are netwerfectly hap- 
py here. Let us look at it a few moryants with cari- 
dour, and ask ourselves, if such a senament is not, in 
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hope, and to feed an aspiring mind with the bitter 
despair of Atheism ? It prohibits the fond expecta- 
tion of ever enjoving a better state, because, forscoth, 
“ present experience is the strongest evidence we 
can have,from which to calculate concerning futurity.” 

Moreover, this idea involves the *conclusion that 
Deity is both malevolent and benevolent at the same 
tume. This, however, we know, cannot be, for he is 
of one mind and none can change him. That he ts 
benevolent, we have already proved from philosophi- 
cal axioms, in the 14th No. of the Opitulator. 
Hence he cannot be malevolent; and if not, we must 
conclude that, the present instances of imperfection 
are permitted from motives of benevolence alone. 
This we say, because benevolence could never enter- 
tain malevolent designs. One of two positions we 
must accept: either that our present system of im- 
perfection shall result in the injury of man; or that 
it shall be instrumental of promoting his advantage. 
The former we know to be false, on decount of its 
arguing the malevolence of Deity; the latter then 
remains to be true, inasmuch as that alone harmoniz- 
es with the true character of God, 

We cnn see, under this view of the subject, the 
goodness of our heavenly parent, shine amidst the 
body of imperfection. We can see how an infinitely 
benevolent being, calculating in his own infinite wis- 
dom, could create an order of beings, infertor to him- 
self, (which must of necessity be imperfect, if inferior 
to him)---how he could, in the midst of imperfection, 
impart a capacity for improvement in knowledge and 
in happiness ; designing, all the while, to bring order 
and felicity from seeming confusion and pain. Such 
a procedure, while it is calculated to give a greater 
display to the attributes of God, is also happily suit- 
ed to man’s advantage. Contrast only makes pleas- 
ure vajuable. 





But, it will be repeated, could not Deity have 


the first place, calculated to lock up all the springs of 
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made man at first completely happy and incapable oi 
pain? But suppose he could,what does itargue? That 
God is not infinitely benevolent ? Who will say this ? 
None. © Then he is as benevolent in the existing or- 
der of things as he would have been in the case sup 
posed. But even this could not be, unless he bad 
designed, as we before suggested. We ccnceive it to 
be a bad way of reasoning, however, to take things 
as they are not, rather than asthey are. To such 
curious people as query why man was not made dif- 
ferently from what he is, the words of the poet are 
applicable : 

‘¢ Presumptuous man ! the reason wouldst thou find, 

‘« Why form’d so weak, so little, and so blind ? 

“ First, if thou canst, the barder reason guess, 

“© Why form’d no weaker, blinder, and no less ? 

«* Ask of thy mother earth, why oaks are made, 

«“ Taller and stronger than the weeds they shade ? 

“ Or ask of yonder argent fields above, 


“* Why Jove’s satellites are less than Jove ? 
” LA - m” ” * ™ 


«“ Then say not, man’s imperfect, heaven’s in fault, 

‘« Say rather, man’s as perfect as he ought.” 

Upon the whole, then, we conclude. that the objec- 
tion offered, affords no proof against our sentiment, 
but that it rather seems to giveit support. At ieast, 
it can ke of no service to our opposer, if granted, as 
it must involve him in inextricable ,difficulues, and 
strike a fatal blow athis fondest hopes also, 

Of one thing we are certain; that God, in the 
midst of his infinite goodness, saw fit in his wisdom 
to‘introduce into being ‘' such alink as man.” And 
when we consider that through these means he can 
bring about an everlasting benefit, we fave reason to 
be thankful that the creature was made subject to 
vanity by reason of him, who hath subjected the 
same in hope ; because the creation itse!f shall be de- 
livered from this bondage of corruption into the glo- 


rious liberty of the children of God. ORIGEN. 
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FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
BRIEF EXPOSITOR-~---NO. 1. 


Mr. Epviror,---If you think my exposititions of 
certain difficult passages of scripture, can be niade 
in some measure conducive to the spread of divine 
truth, you are a, diberty to publish them in your in- 
structive publication. [do not pretend that the iin- 
provements which [ hope to offer in the explanation 
of * dark sayings,” are with me wholly original ; or 
that nothing will be advanced which some of your 
veaders may nothave before seen. The most that I 
can promise is, to “bring out of the treasury” of 
the gospel, “ things new as well as old,” at least to 
most of your numerous readers: and suggest to 
their minds a plan of scripture interpretation, far 
more favourable to the discovery of truth, in its vari- 
ous departments and branches, than that to%vhich 
people have been accustomed. 

The first passage which occurs to my mind, re- 
quiring explanatory remarks, is Matt. iii, 10. And 
now also the axeis latd unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which bringeth not forth good 
Jruit, is hewn down, and cast into the fire. 

These words of Joha were addressed to certain 
‘ Pharisees and Sadducees” who cameto him to re- 
ceive his baptism, without possessing a disposition 
‘to do works meet for repentance.” Therefore the 
precursor of the blessed Jesus, not only admonished 
them for their hypocrisy, but he also forewarned 
them in parables * of the wrath which was to come,” 
on the Jews as a people, and of the great destruction 
to which they were exposed. 

1. By the trees we are to understand the Jews who 
rejected the Lord Jesus and his glorious gospel. In 
prophetic and symbolic style, individuals, nations, 
and kingdoms are represented by trees and forests, 
especially when devoted to destruction. See Ezek. 
xxxi. 3. and Jer. xlvi. 22,23. As the Jewish nation 
was soon to be laid prostrate, as a punishment for 
sins, the baptist followed a metaphorical manner of 
teaching, common to his hearers, that he might con- 
vey the alarming idea of their speedy overthrow. 

2. By the are, the Romans are represented, who 
wee ready to execute the purpose of God in the de- 
struction of the Jews. The ave is said to be laid at 
the root of the trees, in allusion to a man’s laying 
cown his axe by the tree he means to fall, that he 





may strip bimse!f of his garments, which might pre- 
vent his wielding blows to the best effect. In lke 
manner, the Roman army, as God’s instrument for 
excision, had been ready for many years before the 
coming of Jesus, to hew down the stubborn and re- 
bellious dews, individually or collectively; Judea 
having been made a Roman province, and subject to 
their power. 

3. As the character of the Jews as the nominal 
“ people of God,” was national, and their rejigion 
so likewise, they were required to bring forth fruit as 
a people or nation. Those few of them who con- 
demned the sins of their fathers by renouncing their 
wicked works, and who embraced and persevered in 
the religion of Jesus, are 1epresented by trees which 
brought forth good fruit ; while those who did not 
repent nor reform from their evil deeds, are exhibited 
as being cut off from their original stock or root. The 
Jews were hewn down by the Romans ; their govern- 
inent was destioyed ; their proud city demolished, 
and those who surv:ved “the days of vengeance,” 
were dispersed into all directions, and subjected to 
imprisonment. exile, or servitude. ‘The dispensation 
of peculiar favour was taken from them, and they 
came under the administration of severity, represent- 
ed by fire. Fire is a figurative word, and stands for 
great tribulation, suffering, or punishment. There- 
fore, although the outward calamities of the individu- 
al sufferers might appear to be about the same, their 
real sufferings might be essentially different. The 
greedy worm of conscious guilt might satiate his ap- 
petite in the hearts and consciences of some, in addi 
tion to the tribulations that were common to all. In 
this the impartiality and justice of God are alike 
manifest. But after the numerous threatenings de- 
nounced against the Jews, began to come down, as 
in a tempest of indignation, their very blessings seem 
to have been curses. What a warning this to other 
nations aud individuals 2? How presumptuous and 
shocking it must appear for men to rebel against 
God, under the delusive notion that punishment for 
sin is posiponed to a future state. Every age of the 
world has borne withessto the contrary. Righteous- 
ness exalteth a nation ; but sin is a reproach to any 
peopl:.” Let us@ivake thon to holiness and sin not ; 
“ fur without holisess no man shall see the Lord.” 


CHRISTIANOS. 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 





Mr. Evirorn—The Question in your last paper, 
proposed by * No Calvinist,” deserves a direct and 
serious answer. Itisas follows: 

“ On what do Calvinists rely for eternal life ; on 
the justice of God 5 or on his mercy 2” 

Now, though it may appear strange,f shall answer, 
that they neither rely on the justice nor mercy of 
God, but on his partiality ; and endeavor to substan- 
tiate it by undeniable facts. 

1. Calvinists do notrely on the justice of God, 
according to their own doctrine; for they openly 
declare that were they dealt with on the principle of 
desert or strict justice, they should be as miserable 
as others; as they deserve nothing from the hand of 
the Lord, but evil, and that forever. They disclaim 
all expectations of eternal life on the score of desert ; 
and constantly aver that their “ holy things are sin- 
ful, and deserving of endless wrath.” Hence, if Cal- 
vinists are right thus far, and should have justice 
done them, they would noé enjoy eternal l|jfe. 

2. It has been said in reply to the above question, 
ihat Calvinists do not depend on the mercy of God, 
for eternal life. “his is evident for two reasons. 
First: their Doctors and teachers boldly and stren- 
uously maintain that God was so incensed on account 
of the sins which he decreed shonld be committed, 
and was so inflexible in his demands upon the sinner, 
thatthe Second person of the adorable Trinity, took 
upon himself human nature, and suffered in the 
sinner’s room and stead, thereby paying the infinite 
debt due to Divine justice; and his sufferings were 
an equivalent for the infinite sufferings of all whom 
he redeems from the wrath and fury of the father. 
Hence the offended Ged had xno mercy.on any; but 
gratified his infinite cruelty, in subjecting one person 
o: Himself, to the same misery which others ought 
tohave endured! Secondly: Calvinists cannot rely 
on the mercy of God, as revealed in the Scriptures, 
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because that is impartial and boundless. “ Gud js 


' 
| good unto all; and his tender mercies are over 3) 


his works.” =‘ He hath concluded all in unbeliey. 
that He might have mercy upon all.” — God, wh, 
is rich in mercy, for the great love, wherewith H, 
loved us, when we were dead in trespasses and sins,” 
He “is fullof mercy ;—without partiality.” If Cai. 
vinists relied upon this scriptural mercy of God, they 
would no longer be Calvinists; for it extends to aj. 
is over all; andis impartial. Therefore, we may 
safely say, 

8. They depend on the supposed partiality oj 
God for eternal life. For if their God ts not partial 
in their favor, and does not deal by them in a may. 
ner entirely different from what he does by others, 
they would endure the same revengeful punishment, 
Indeed, their spiritual guides are not backward jy 
declaring that * God elected some to everlasting lie, 
without the least foresight of faith, good works, o; 
any conditions whatever performed by the creature,” 
Now itis in vainto call that act by a better name 
than sheer partiali'y ; since there was no deficiency 
onthe part of the Saviour’s merits, according to 
theirown creed. Calvinists, therefore, (I mean those 
who are really such,) bave abandoned the scheme of 
salvation as taught in the scriptures, which is without 
hypocrisy, and full of goodness,and rely for hopes 
of eternal life on the baseless plan of divine partial. 
ity: a mere phantom of a disordered brain, or the 
cruel device of an unfeeling heart.” 


OBSERVATOR. 








FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


A HINT TO YOUNG PREACHERS. 

Something like a year after entering upon the 
duties of the iministry, I spent an evening with a 
venerable and worthy geotleman, who afterwards 
became my father-in-law. He was of the Baptist 
persuasion, and a bright ornament to his profession, 
Among other topics of conversation, that of grec 
Preachers became a subject of discourse. 
enthusiastic zeal. and favored by provideuce with a 
ready utterance, and a commanding voice, I had 
succeeded in my itinerant labors very far beyond my 
expectations ; and withal had already felt some itch- 
ings to become a great Preacher. I mentioned the 
names of some in my own order, the splendor of 
whose talents eclipsed, in my opinion, the brilliancy 
of all others. The old gentleman in turn, enumeral- 
ed a nuinber who were the most distinguished among 
the Baptists. But, said he, for my part, I prefer 
good preacher toa greatone. These words, von 
nected with the artless and sound gravity with which 
they were uttered, touched the very quick of my 
soul. Isaw the propriety of them, and after medi 
tating upen them a short time, settled down upon the 
resolution to become a good preacher, if possible, 
and never to indulge inquietude about ministerial 
greatness. Though this occurrence was almost 
twenty years ago, ] have not, I believe, from that 
time to this, arranged a sermon, without recollecting 
the remark of my venerable friend and parent. Will 
the discourse be a good one? This circumstance, It 
is believed, though trivial in itself, may be useful to 
those who have just commenced their labors in “ the 
ministry of reconciliation.” They are prone to thirst 
for professional eminence, and if they associate it 
their mind, genuine eminence with real holiness and 
moral virtue, the desire is commendable and salutary: 
Bet the glare of splendid talents, the charm of popt- 
larity and of public applause, are tov apt to dazzle 
their eyes and deceive their hearts. I have rarel¥ 
known an instance in which a preacher, young of 
old, attempted to deliver, what the world would call 
a great sermon, without feiling, and tormenting lis 
audience with abadone. A great sermon, in the 
popular acceptation of the term, is one, in which the 
sentiments and descriptions soar far beyond commo? 
capacities. Now amoment’s sober reflection wil! 
convince us, that a sentiment or a description % 
humble that our loftier vision cannot perceive it. 's 
as suitable, and as useful to us, as the one, whicl 
soars so sublimely that our little eyes cannot reach I. 
Let the minister of Christ bear constantly in mint, 
that goodness is sterling greatness, and he will walk 
in the right way, “the path of the just that sbinet) 
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more and more unio the perfect day.” 


societies which are destitute of the stated ministry 
of the word. Guided by the rule here recommended, 
they will find but little difficulty in obtaining an 
acceptable preacher; one who will promote their 
“growth in grace and in the knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ.” They should remember 
that there are, conrparatively, but few in the vineyard 
of our Lord and Master, who are distinguished foi 


natural talents, but many, who let their measure of 


“light shine before men.” I close my remarks by 
repeating, that goodness is sterling greatness; and 
the only greatness about which a rational creature 
can, With propriety, indulge a moment’s anxiety. 

















S. Ss. 
CHRISTIAN INTLLLIGHNCHER. 
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‘¢) AM SET FOR THE DEFENCE OF THE GOSPEL.” 
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QUESTION. 

“ Can the words of Paul, 2 Cor. ii. 15, 16, be fairly ex- 

plained so as to admit of the piNaL OBEDIENCE and iiarPli- 
xess Of all the nations whom God Aas created ? 

“« BENEVOLUS.” 


eeeeeeeeoeeveeeeeoeee 


REPLY. 

This important question was proposed in our last, and com- 
ing from an esteemed friend, who might, with much propriety» 
assume the signature Benevolus, we shal! cheerfully answer 
it. Itmay therefore be seasonably replied, that the passage al- 
luded to may not only be fairly explained in harmony with the 
final obedience of all nations, but that it cannot be otherwise 
interpreted, without making the Bible contradict itself The 
apostle’s words are as follows, viz: “‘ For we are unto God 
a sweet savour of Christ, in them that are saved, and in them 


that perish. to the one we are the savour of death unta, ble so as to fall ; forthe Deliveres shall turn away ungodliness 


death ; and to the other the savour of life unto life. 
is Sufficient for these things ?” 

= , Semele . . 

Hut we discover nothing in the above, which favors the 
endless misery of the wicked. 


And who 


if any words, in the text 
can be supposed to imply that strange doctrine, they must be 
the words ‘ perish,” and “ death unto death.” 
ievolus and other candid readers will be convinced, that 
those words or terms were never designedto imply the inter- 
minable misery of men. The word perish is applied to every 


‘hing perishable. Not only to people, individuals and com- 


munities, but to hope, remembrance, riches, gods, boltles,a | 


gourd, envy, the earth and the heavens. Besides, what con- 
jusion it would introduce into the the scriptures to substitute 
tndless misery, for perish ! ‘“ The 
ighteous perisheth, and no man layeth it to heart.” Isaiah 

ii. I. Will it doto say he is endlessly. miserable ? Again ; 
Mic. vii. 2. 
isthe good man tormented forever? “The prodigal exclaim. 
ed, ** How many hired servants of my father have bread 
Luke xv. 
But the prodigal was not forever miserable; he was 


Notice the following ; 
i 
ly 


“The good man is perished out of the earth.” 


fnough and to spare, and I perish with hunger.” 
17, 
inally obedient and happy. Therefore the word perish, in 
_ scriptural and proper sense, does not convey the sentiment 
. final misery. It signifies to decay, to be destroyed or to 
2€; without intimating a perpetuity of suffering. 

But, the other expression, on due examination, comes quite 
is far short of proving the unmerciful doctrine which we de- 
'¥; as that which we have already noticed. How would it 
und to hear aman read, “ To the one we area savour of 
“eral life unto eternal life ; but to the other, of endless 
™usery unto endless misery ? Every hearer would be as- 
‘onished ; and yetit would be perfectly just, if endless mis- 
"ty be the meaning of the word death. 
‘fot the signification of the werd. 


But. we know,that 
The bible would abound 

hus, “.No flesh liveth 
“« The wages of sin is death, (eternal mis- 
') but the gift of God is eternal life.” 


‘ta absurdities and contradictions. 
104 sinneth not.” 
tr But how could the 
ot God be eternal life, if all who have sinned, are eternal- 
’ “rmented ? We could introduce a multitude of cases, in 

‘equal absurdities would be palmed on the scriptures, if 


mM 
air 


uP HA, . 
Popular mode of explanation were adopted. 


These hasty {| The apostle was speaking of those, who were saved, with a 
remarks may,if duly improved, be profitable to | special salvation ; and those who were not, but remained in 


Friend Be- | 


a state of obduracy and rebellion. The gospel which he 
preached, was to them that received it, the power of God un- 
to salvation ; they were saved from the dominion or reigning 
power of sin, and grew in grace-and in the knowledge of 
God. . Its effects were, like its nature, glorious and divine. 
Being a ministration of life, it would lead its converts to 
life, and joy, and bliss. 

On the other hand, the preaching of the cross, to. them 
who rejected it, was accounted as death unto death. While 
it condemned their sins, and showed gat they were dead in in- 
iquity, it did not impart life, because the divine testimony was 
rejected. The ministry is said to be death unto death ; not 
because it was really such ; but such it appeared to be. ‘Thus, 
the sacred writer says, in another place ; “* The preaching of 
the cross is to them that perish, foolishness ; but unto us 
1Cor. i. 12. Now 


we may as well suppose that the doctrine of Christ was really 


which ave saved, it is the power of God.” 


JSoolishness, as that it was death, in reality ; and as none 
will havethe folly to contend for the former we hope they 
will be foo wise to adhere to thelatter. The meaning is that 
some who were dead in trespasses and sins, would, fora time, 
Oppose the gospel ministry, and to theiz own injury persevere 
in unbelief and sin. 

To bring anexample, we would refer the reader to the 
Jews, who withstood the ministry of Jesus and his apostolic 


messengers; and by ascribing the miracles which were 
wrought to diabolical influence, inevrred the heaviest judg- 


ments that mortals have endured. The dispensation of mer- 





| cy was despised, and by a perversion of its principles and 
' natural tendency, they made it the occasion of calamities, 
| instead of blessings. But we are by no means to infer from 
thatcircumstance, that the gospel will not ultimately prove a 
| blessing, to Jewsas wellas Gentiles. It is true, they stumbled 
‘at the chief corner stone ; but God forbid, they should stum- 


‘from Jacob. The divine exhibition of mercy in * the Glo- 


| rious Sufferer” for sin, expeses the tive fallacy of pretend- 
ing that hisenemies and crucifiers, will never’ be forgiven. 
| For his, ‘ betiayers and murderers” the dying Jesus prayed, 
|“ Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” 
Even the experience of many, may serve to illusirate our 
| subject. Peradventure they opposed the true gospel, and 
ridiculed the cross of Christ for years ; to them, it appeared 
like foolishness, and only served to expose the death in tres- 
| passes and sins, without affording the hope of pardon and 
of heaven. All, then, was * death unto death.” At length 
the power of life burst the bands of death, and the sun of 
Then, to 


| the same individuals, the once despised gospel becomes the 


truth dissipated the clouds of error and unbelief. 


| power of God unto salvation ; or “life untolife * The minis- 
ters of this ** word of reconciliation” are unto Gop a sweet 
savour of Curis? Jesvs. Then let it no more be said that 
these labors will eventuate in the endless misery of many.— 
The mission of Jesus, to which ht was appointed of God, ex- 
tended to the destruction of all sins, or the works of the dev- 
il; todeath and him that hath the power thereof. Ue must 
till there is **no more 
“Ail kings shall fall 
down before him, and all nations serve him. 


reign till the last enemy is destroyed ; 
death ;”’ for‘* deathitself shall die.” 
All the nations 
whom God hath made shall come and worship before him ; 
and glorify his name.” ‘Therefore, since ** Goa has made of 
one blood all nations of men,” that ever have dwelt, now 
do, or ever shall “ dwell on the face of the earth, determining 
the times before appointed and the bounds of their habita- 
tion,” the conclusion is unavoidable and incontrovertible, 
that ALL HUMAN KIND, Without exception, shall finally obey 
God and be happy; or the Sacred Oracles abound in self- 


contradictions ! 





* ONCE FOR ALL.” 

We received by mail, a few days since, a pamphlet. of 16 
pages, entitled “* UNIVRSALISM Improved and Perfected: 
By SoLomon Saveaut.”” The pamphiet is inteadsd asa bur- 
As it 
isof the same characterwith the Tract Sermen, on the 
same subject, which we noticed some months past; it is not 


lesque upon the doctrine which it professes to per-fect. 


7 


’ 


pamphlet. as to 


declare himself a believer in the doctrine which he ridicules, 


The writer was such a foolish “ Solomon,’ 


degrades and belies! He calls Chauncey and Huntington, 
believers in the same system of Universalism! earned ig- 
norance, sure enough! Now inthe exercise of editorial com- 
passion, we will smile at the weakness, pity the hypocrisy and 
Sorgive the wickedness of the miserable author ofthe piece.—- 
We say miserable author ; for certainly that clergyman who 
wrote under the signature of * Solomon Saveall,’”? must be 
miserable indeed. 


MORE CONVERSIONS. 
We learn by the lasi Boston Magazine that a Mr. 
| George Lomas, preacher of the Methodist denomination, 
in Dutchess County, (CN. Y.) has become a professor of 
Universalism, and has been, accordingly, excommunicated 
from the church to which he belonged, * as many worthy 
brethren” have been, before him. 





Elder EL1AsS SMITH has become a convert to the glori- 
ous doctrine which he renounced, about six months ago. 
He says, in a long and interesting communication publish- 
ed in the Magazine, that “this (Unzeversalism) is what 
his mind is settled down upon as the drufh contained in 
the scriptures,” 


We have received a letter from Mr. J. B. Dons of Le- 
vant, (Me.) in which he says that he occasionally preach. 
ed the Calrinist doctrine for about two years. He wes 
convinced of the untruth of Calvinism long before he be- 
came a believer in Universalism, which was last March. 
We cannot refrain indulging the liberty of quoting one 
sentence from a private letter. He says, “I am well ac- 
quainted with the Calvinist doctrine, and to my lasting 
sorrow, have spent the morning of my days, yea, a very 
valuable part of my life, in advocating a doctrine, which, 
for cruelty, exceeds the powers of imagination to pour- 
tray; and ascribes to the “ Father of mercies” a charac- 
ter which would disgrace the supposed “ foul monster ot 
the regions of despair.” I sometimes shudder on review- 
ing my sermons; to behold what ideas I have urgect upon 
the minds of others as solemn truth: but 1 knew not what 
1 did.” 





TO READERS AND CORBESPONDENTS. 
ierquiry CULICK cis Jerats mac Peter Will ue 
answered as soon as convenient. 

“ HaLLoweLe” is received, and will appear in due time. 

“ W.”’ is under consideration. 

‘* Pernus,” and several others will not be forzotten. 
pe 
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ORVINATION, —At Biddeford, on the 15th instant, Rev. 
Tuomas Tracy, was ordained Pastor over the Secoud Relig- 
ious Socicty, (Unitarian.) Sermon, by Rey. Dr. Nichols, of 
this town, from Rom. xiv. 16, “Let ‘hot phen your good be 
evil spoken of.” 





re a re 


WIARAIED 
sy Elder Rand, Mr. Daniel Pet a of Portsmouth, N 
H. to Mrs. Dorcas Briggs. 

By Dr. Payson, James H. Mills, mer. of Brunswick, to 
Miss Naoma C. Webster. 

By Elder 5. Rand, Mr. Jacob Parker, of 
Miss Lois Robinson, of this town. 


Greene, to 





In this town, Sarah Fay 2 of Mr. Jas. Davis. 
A child of Mr. John B. Hudson. Sarah, daugmer of Mr. 
Lemuel Tobey, aged 12 months. Mrs. Rhoda Hutchins. 
Mary, daughter of Mr. Royal Lincoln, aged 7 years and 
10 months. A child of Josiah Penyell, aged 2 yrs. 
At Port Antonio, (Jam.) Capt. Silas 
town, aged 29. 

In Bethel, (Maine) Mr. Comnuiws Moore, of Sidney, 
aged 74. He lived many yearsa firm believer in the 
doctrine of Universal salvation. By a heavenly serenity 
of soul, and a walk which breathed “ good will to men,” 
he clearly evinced that his faith was good to live by: and 
by uncommon patience and resignation through a distres- 
sing sickness, and great peace and joy in hope of immor- 
tality and glory, for himself and his fellow beings, in 
which he contiaued to the last, he PROVED that that faith 
in “* the Saviour of the world” ds good to die by. 3. C. 
“In Cumberland, (R. L.) on the 22d ult. Mr. NaTHan- 
1EL JILLSON, in the 75th year of his.age. He was a 


, 
> ns. 


Smith, of this 


kind parent, a good neighbour, and the poor never left his 
door but with grateful hearts. He died perfectly in iis 
senses, with a full belief of the doctrine of God’s universal 


rrace, in which he had been a believer more than forty 


years. Shortly before his e it, he was asked ii he still 


retained his sentiments of universal salvation? he an- 
swerved that he should soon leave them, and that his faith 





room in 





Che true meaning of the passage appears to be this. 


necessary tO occupy exposing the 


was stronger than eve’, believing he should goon be in 
, } . . seg : >] 
downright | ex erlasting happiness ; and soon expired. 


hypocrisy of the writer, or the lying absurdities of the 


: 1 
foe 
a bo) 
i" 4 
; 
s 
; 
+ 

















ty 
? 
Le 
! % i 
- 4 
' 
e 
ft 
; he 
; 
al 
Ne 
Be 
he] 
|e. 
:¢ 


e 
nanan 


ceenaninenaennscncnccananeat A OL Oe 


ele eae 














= Sa ne ag 


——— 


eet te Se sk aia as 
meee cesntenesiae sO. Sater ne era 


= Le 


uae 


Set Ss ae 


<= 


Se gape Raye eevee tenes 


nae 


so in PIR hE IIR En SS in nt 8S BOL 
sg ESR 











fall short of duty in every thing ! 


CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
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SONG. 

When Freedom on the battle storm 
Her weary head reclined ; 

When round hex fair majestic form 
The serpeut Slavery twined ; 

Amid the din, beneath the cloud, 
Great WAsninGrox appeared ; 

His daring hand roll’d back the shroud 
And thus the sufferer cheered— 


Burst, burst thy chains! Be great, be free ! 
With giant strength arise ! 

Stretch, stretch, thy pinions, Liberty, 
Thy flag raise to the skies ; 

Clothe, clothe thyself in Glory’s robe, 
Let stars thy banner gem : 

Rule, rule the sea—posstss the globe— 
Wear Victory’s diadem— 


Go tell the world a worldis born— 
Another oil givesjight ; 

Another sun illumes the morn, 
Another star the night— 

Be just, be brave—and let thy name 
Henceforth Columbia be ; 

Wear, wear the oaken wreath of fame ; 
The wreath of Liberty— 


He said—and Jo! the stars of night— 
Forth to her banner flew ; 

And morn with pencil dipt in light, 
Her blushes on it drew— 

Columbia’s Chieftian seiz’d the prize, 
The glorious sheet unfurled, 

Flew with it to bis native skies 


And wav’d it o’er the world. Sosron Barp. 

















FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 
THE MORALIST-—--NO. 1. 


Tue bigot may frown, the fanalic rave, and the 
libertine scoff at the word Moralist. The first may 
declare, that morality iy no part of hts religion ; the 
second may denounce it.as a stumbling biock to his 
conversion, and the third deny all expectations of its 
affording him teangublity ; and all this agree very 
well with their respective conduct. Be that as it 
may, I will stand forth the champion for pure moral- 
ily ; or, which is the same, the “ doctrine of the du- 
ties of life.’ If 1 die a martyr, be it at the shrine of 
heartfelt duty. 

It has been my privilege to witness or examine the 
Coctrines of almost all religions, natural and revealed; 
whether Pagan, Jewish, Mahomedan, Papal or Pro- 
testant ; including the innumerable divisions and 
subdivisions of all, or each. But wmid the inexplica- 
ble jargon of theological peculiarities, there has ap- 
peared to be a criminal inatiention to the sobemduties 
of life. Where the moral, or rather immoral con- 
duct is much the same, it matters but little, whether 
men have pretended to worship one God, three, or 
many thousands. Religtonists professing Theism, 
have not been backward in dishououring or blas- 
yheming the God they professed te venerate. By 
their corrupt example, they have injured the commu- 
nity, whose interests they professed to promote ; and 
have Polytheists or Atheists done worse ! This abuse 
of life 1s owing, in a very great degree, to the degrad- 
ed eondition in which mMoRauity has been placed by 
theologians and doctors. It has been considered as 
unworthy of attention. Religion ! yes, religion 1s 
allthe theme. But is it essentially different from the 
veal duties of life? If you say, these duties have 
been variously explained ; may I not reply, Religion 
has been more so? When you contend that morality 
is too cold and indulgent, can I not prove that your 
religion has as often been too hot and cruel; especially 
when burning, breaking on the wheel, or torturing 
to death was the portion of heretics 2? Should it be ob- 
jected that morality is insufficient, on account of our 
fiequent short-comings in doing our real duty ; let 
us inquire, whether your religion consists in justify- 
ing men in immoral and wicked deeds ? But we are 
told, the demands of the latter are much stricter, or 
more difficult, than the former, and that religionists 
How, then, will 








they escape the eonsequences, without licentious in- 
dulgences? But the precepts of pure religion are 
the rudiments of morality. 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


A REQUEST. 
Mr. Srreeter—For forty years, my mind has 
been strongly impressed with the sentiments of 
Universal Benevolence, though I have had every 
thing, except reason and Revelation, to discourage 
me, till within a few years. Calvinism and Arminian- 
ism were the doctrines I generally heard preached ; 
to me, neither of which appeared consistent. The 
former was inconsistent with the character of Jeho- 
vah; and the latter, witty my own ability and nature. 
Though fully convinced that the scriptures, when 
fairly interpreted, are reconcileable with the above 
sentiments, I should be much gratified to have you 
continue the illustrations of difficult passages in the 
bible. It isalsothe wish of A. R., a candid reader 
of your paper, though not a subscriber, that you 
should offer some comments on Rev. xx. 14, 15, and 
xxi. 8. These texts speak particularly of “the Se- 
cond Death,” or lake of fire and brimstone, and of 
the characters who have their partin the same. In 
the mind of A. R. and many others, those passages 
are the greatest hindrance to a belief in the Final 
Restoration of all intelligences. 
You are respectfully requested, dear sir, to attend 
to these inquiries, as you have opportunity, and can: 
afford room in your paper, without excluding matter 
of more general utility. Ss. W. 
Litchfield, Jan. 1824. 








FROM THE UNIVERSALIST MAGAZINE. 





“ As the renunciation of Universalism by a solitary 
individual, is eagerly embraced by many, as a proof 
that the doctrine is false, I am inclined to favor the 
advocates of endless misery with a few examples of 
similar proof in relation to the doctrine which I 
profess. 


The following are the names of a few of the Univer- 
salist Clergymen, who were formerly belrevers in 
the doctrine of Ei@iess Jieery, and have re- 
NoUNCED that sentiment. 


tev. Zephaniah Lathe, formerly a Baptist. 

Rev. Thomas Gross, do. Congregationalist. 
Rev. Nehemiah Dodge, do. Baptist. 

Rev. Mr. Funk, do. Lutheran. 

Rey. Hollis Sampson, do. Congregationalist. 
Rev. J. S. Thompson, do. Methodist. 

Rev. Benjamin Hicox, do. do. 

Rey. Zelotes Fuller, do. do. 

Rev. Eliphalet Case, do. do. 

Aev. Hosea Ballou, do. Baptist. 

Rev. Adin Ballou, cdo. do. 

Rey. David Ballou, do. do. 

Rev. Abner Kneeland, = do. do. 

Rev. Walter Balfour, do. do. 

Rey. J. E. Palmer, co. do, 

Rev. A. Kinsman, do. do, 

Rev. Seth Jones, do. do. 

Rev. Mr. Crossman, do. do. 

Rev. Mr. Underwcod, co. do. 

Rev. Jacob Frieze, do. do. 

Rev. Asahel Davis, do. Episcopaiian, 
Rev. Thomas Jones, do. Methodist. 

Rev. Edward Mitchell, do. do. 

Rev. Thomas king, do, do. 

Rev. Ezra Leonard, do. Congregationalist. 


[In addition to ihe above, we present the follow- 
ing, Viz. : 


Rev. David Pickering, do. ¥. Baptist. 
Rev. John Brooks, do. Congregationalist. 
Rev. Seth Stetson, do. do. 
Rev. H. H. Winchester, do. do. 
Rev. George Lomas, do, Methodist. 
Rev. Asa Barton, do. do. 
Rev. T. G. Farnsworth, do. C. Baptist. 
Rev. Isaac Whitnell, do. do. 
Rey. Jabez Woodman, = do. do. 
Rev. Samuel Hilliard, do. do. 
Rev. Joshua Brooks, do. do. 
Rev. William Frost, do. do.] 


“The Rev. Gentlemen whose names are here 
given, are still living, and can answer for themselves 
if called on. Thousands of examples of a similar 
nature might be produced from among the living, 
and many of the pious dead, who we trust, are gone 





This is the life blood of 
N. 


scriptural theology. 


to realize what their faith so ardently embraced, 


— 


might be added tothe number—but I forbear. The 
venerable names of many Universalists in this town, 
who have been believers in the popular creeds, wil! 
long be cherished in the remembrance of a_ grateful 
people, as worthy examples of christian faith and 
moral rectitude. “4 Rhode-Island Universalist.” 





FOR THE CHRISTIAN INTELLIGENCER. 


ANECDOTE. 
In a conversation on the subject of “ the common sal- 
vation,” a limitarian was overpowered by the arguments 
of his antagonist, and fled to the last and fashionable 
resort. ‘ Your doctrine,” said he,“ is very good to live 
by, but it will not do to die by.” “ Very well,” replied 
his opponent, “ I will then use my doctrine while I live, 
and embrace one suitable to wy state afterwards. Yours 
is good for nothing to live by,but, as you say, good to 
die by. It will be sound policy, in my opinion, for both 
of us to follow my doctrine while we live, and not to 
meddle with yours till we came to die. 


REMARK. 
This appears to me to be sound policy indeed. 
The doctrine of endless torment is in every respect 
untenable in the ordinary intercourse of social life. 
It is not at all suitable to the relations and duties of 
the present state. Unlike almanacks which are fitted 
to one latitude, but will serve without any material 
variation for others, this mionstrous sentiment, to be 
suitable to social man, must undergo an infinite vazri- 
ation. And for one, I am determined to cherish a 
more congenial doctrine, till, unfortunately, as ortho- 
doxy would term it, I arrive in those frosty regions of 





} misanthropy, in which this scorching tenet will be 


convenient and comfortable. S. S. 


NEWS FROM SCOTLAND. 

We have received another epistie from our brother 
Worrall, dated Glasgow, Oct. 11, 1823, from which 
we extract the following : 

‘* We have received an epistle from a small church 
at Colerain, in the north of Ireland; of which we 
had not before heard. Itis certain that liberal views 
of the Divine. economy, aud rational ideas of the 
Creator’s purpose and-devign in Redemption, aye 
extending their mild and genial influence around us. 
May the great Head of the Church prepare and send 
forth laborers in the gospel harvest, who may be 
powerfully successful in making inroads into the 
kingdom of darkness, in dissipating the gloom of 
prejudice, and successful in counteracting the efforts 
of priestcraft. 

* JT admire the liberality and forbearance so long 
practised among American Universalists ; and shall 
feel unspeakably rejoiced to know that they continue 
united in sentiment upon the Rock of Ages, Christ 
Jesus, and preserve the unity of the Spirit in the 
bonds of heavenly peace. ‘The duration of punish- 
ment, we may consider a matter of minor importance. 
Jehovah afflicts not willingly, nor unnecessarily 
grieves the children of men. Nota stripe will be 
inflicted more than is required for the good of the 
chastised.” 

Our brother Worrall for himself, and on behalf of 
our brethren in Glasgow, tenders grateful acknow!- 
edgments to those who have forwarded books, and 
‘administered to the intellectual pleasure and grati- 
fication” of our distant brethren.— Gospel Herald. 








REQUEST..---As we are desirous of making out a bio- 
graphical sketch of our late reverend and esteemed 
brother, the Rev. ELHANAN WINCHESTER, we earnestly 
solicit from our friends, paticularly from those in Phila- 
delphia, New-York, and Hartford, all the information 
which they can give us of him, of the events of his life, o/ 
his religious labours and successes. Whatever be the 
information of this kind which our friends possess, or wil! 
procure for us, it will be gratefully received by 

The Editors of the Magazine. 

Boston, January, 1824. 
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